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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH.

Some fifteen years ago my youngest daughter came to me with a high school assignment to write her life story.  “How do I begin?”  She asked.  I replied, “Why don’t you begin by saying. ‘I was born at an early age’?”  She said “Oh, thanks.” and walked away. She then turned and said, “Brucie, I can’t do that.”
So where does one begin?  I was born in 1940, and grew up in an era of Victory Gardens, war comic books, Care packages for the starving war orphans, and an undying faith in the greatness of America.  I graduated from high school in 1958, the year of Sputnick, and like other young men of my age went into engineering.  Then in my second year, I dropped out of school and with a friend decided to hitchhike around the world.  We reached Turkey, and the danger of being ambushed and enslaved turned us back to Europe.  After a year of living in youth hostels and under haystacks, I returned to complete my studies in anthropology.  John Kennedy was president, and spirit of the times was optimistic.  I saw anthropology as the most adventurous, noble, and romantic of life’s pursuits.  John Kennedy had been elected president, and the spirit of the times was optimistic.
From there I continued my graduate work in anthropology at Indiana University.  By some miracle I avoided the draft and also the tumultous changes of the late 60s,  and from 1966 to 1968 lived in a tribal society in northern Ghana.  My formal research proposal dealt with education and social change, but I learned much more than that.  In the cauldron of malaria, sorcery, tragedy, and the beauty of laughter, I learned the importance of ‘the hold that life has upon us’.  Be damned with theory and the murky talk of  intellectuals;  what I wanted then and now was to communicate the ‘felt life’ of human experience. 
 During the 1970s a group of like-minded anthropologists came together, all of whom had had a common experience; namely we had all received rejection notices from editors stating in effect that what we had written was very good, but it was not anthropology.  So we decided that the only way to have ‘freedom of the press’ was to start one. So was born the Society for Humanistic Anthropology and it’s journal, Anthropology and Humanism Quarterly (now Anthropology and Humanism).  I mention this because most of my writing cited below, especially my later writing, is cast in the literary as opposed to the scholarly mode and is written in the ‘plain language’, a style that I hope you, the reader, will find both informative and entertaining, though I must say that much of my writing touches the darkness of the human soul. 

Currently I am professor emeritus of anthropology at Florida State University where I have have been since 1972.  I have served as the founding editor of the Anthropology and Humanism Quarterly, founding director of a Peace Studies Program,  departmental chair during the decade of the 1990s, am a recipient of two University  teaching awards, and have a modest record of publication.  I mention the latter because soon after my marriage in 1975, I  established my priorities;  family came first, love of teaching second, and the obligations of administration third.  Whatever time was left over was devoted to research and writing.
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