Samiri Hernández Hiraldo

16 Cardinal Ct.

Crawfordville, FL 32327

850-926-3401

samiri@comcast.net


Education

Ph. D., August 2000, Anthropology, University of Michigan

M. A., December 1994, Anthropology, University of Michigan

B. A., June 1991, Anthropology, magna cum laude, University of Puerto Rico

Language

Spanish (native language)

English 

Specializations and Interests
Religion, Ritual; Identity, Race, Gender; Religion and Politics, Transnationalism; Latin America and the Hispanic-Caribbean; Latinos in the United States; Puerto Rico

Research in Progress
“The Religious and Sociopolitical Implications of Protestant Music among Puerto Ricans in the Island and in the Mainland in the Last Three Decades.”

Book

Black Puerto Rican Identity and Religious Experience. Gainesville: University Press of Florida (2006).

Articles and Book Chapters

“Transnational and Interreligious Dynamics on the Sociopolitical Experience of a Racialized Puerto Rican Community in Connecticut.” Chapter included in the book manuscript, “Bendición Politics: New Perspectives on Latino Religion and Politics,” submitted for publication to the University of Texas Press at Austin.

 “If God Were Black and From Loíza: Managing Identities in a Puerto Rican Seaside Town.” In Latin American Perspectives, Thousand Oaks: Sage Publications (2006) 33: 66-82.

"Reinterpretando la religión en Loíza:  un estudio antropológico de la experiencia de testificar de dos ancianos (Reinterpreting Religion in Loíza: an Anthropological Study of the Witnessing Experience of Two Elders)” In Revista de Ciencias Sociales. Río Piedras, PR: University of Puerto Rico Press (2001) 10: 105-139.  

"El discurso productivo agrícola ganadero hispano-puertorriqueño en Adjuntas: 1815-1820," co-author with Dr. Carlos Buitrago, Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Puerto Rico. In Revista de Ciencias Sociales. Río Piedras, PR: University of Puerto Rico Press (1993) 3: 283-319.

Professional Employment

July-August 2008

Adjunct Instructor (Women’s Cross-cultural Religious Experience), Women Studies Program, Florida State University 

January 2008-Present

Assistant-In Anthropology (Introduction to Cultural Anthropology, Peoples of the World, Language and Culture, Minorities in the United States), Department of Anthropology, Florida State University

August-December 2007

Adjunct Instructor (Women’s Cross-cultural Religious Experience), Women Studies Program, Florida State University

January 2003-Present

Independent Researcher; Affiliated with PARAL (Program for the Analysis of Religion Among Latinos)

September 2002-December 2002

Lecturer (Sociology of Religion), Department of Sociology, Anthropology and Criminology, Eastern Michigan University

January 2001-December 2002 

Lecturer (Introduction to Latino Studies), Program in American Culture, University of Michigan
September 2000-May 2002
Instructor (Introduction to Anthropology), Department of Social Sciences, Washtenaw Community College, Michigan

September 1998-June 2000

Instructor (Spanish), Lingua Technics, Ann Arbor, Michigan

August-December 1997

Instructor (Introduction to Anthropology; Anthropological Theories and Methods), Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Puerto Rico

January-April 1997

Graduate Student Instructor (Introduction to Anthropology), Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan

Grader (Women, Hinduism and Feminist Critique), Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan

September-December 1996
Research Assistant (Paleontology), Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan

June-July 1991  

Teaching Assistant (Ethnographic Methods and Techniques), Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Puerto Rico

August 1989-May 1992  

Research Assistant (Slavery and Racial Relations under Spanish Colonialism in Puerto Rico), Department of Sociology and Anthropology, University of Puerto Rico

August 1987-May 1989  

Library Assistant, Main Library (Puerto Rican Collection Room; section of newspaper abstracts and cataloguing), University of Puerto Rico

Selected Presentations

2004

The Influence of Interreligious and Transnational Dynamics on the Sociopolitical Role of Latino Catholicism.” Presented at the Annual Conference of the Society for the Scientific Study of Religion, Kansas City, Missouri.

1997
"Negotiations of Religious Identifications as Strategies for Interreligious Conflict Management." Presented at the Comparative Studies of Social Transformations conference, Ann Arbor, University of Michigan.

"Conflict and Religious Identity in Puerto Rico." Presented at the Annual Conference of the Caribbean Studies Association, Barranquilla, Colombia.

1994
       

"Constituting the Catholic Church through Parish Foundation in Adjuntas, Puerto Rico, 1815-20." Presented at the conference sponsored by the History Department and the Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program, Ann Arbor, University of Michigan.

1993 

"The Production of Religious Discourse in the Formative Years of a Puerto Rican Town Under the Spanish Regime: Adjuntas, 1815-1820." Presented at the Annual Conference of the Caribbean Historian Association, Kingston, Jamaica.

1992
        

"The World Economy and the Caribbean, Historical 
Antecedents and Formative Processes: the Spanish Puerto Rican Agricultural and Cattle Productive Discourse in Adjuntas, Puerto Rico, 1820." Presented at the Annual Conference of the Caribbean Studies Association, Saint George, Grenada.

Awards and Grants
January 2000

Departmental One Term Dissertation Grant, Rackham Office, University of Michigan

January 1999

Departmental Block Grant, Rackham Office, University of Michigan

February 1998

Rackham Discretionary Funds, Rackham Office, University of Michigan

SAMI Grant, the Office of Academic Multicultural Initiatives, University of Michigan
January 1998

Departmental Block Grant, Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan

May 1997
Travel Grant, Rackham Office/International Institute of Research, University of Michigan

Travel Grant, Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan

May 1996
Preliminary Field Research Grant, Latin American and Caribbean Studies Program, University of Michigan

April 1996


Summer Research Award, Department of Anthropology, University of Michigan

March 1996
Hewlett International Dissertation Grant, Rackham Office, University of Michigan 

May 1994
Rackham Summer Research Fellowship, University of Michigan

September 1992 (four year fellowship)
Rackham Merit Fellowship, University of Michigan

Research Experience
May-June 2006

Fieldwork in the northeastern area of Puerto Rico

May-July 2003

Fieldwork in Loíza, Puerto Rico

May-June 2000

Fieldwork in Loíza, Puerto Rico

March-April 1998

Fieldwork in Loíza, Puerto Rico
July-December 1997

Fieldwork in Loíza, Puerto Rico
February, May-June 1996
Fieldwork in Loíza, Puerto Rico

May-June 1994

Fieldwork in Adjuntas and Loíza, Puerto Rico 

May-July 1991 

Fieldwork in Adjuntas, Puerto Rico

August 1989-May 1992  

Historical Research (including paleography) in San Juan, Puerto Rico

Service to Presses

2007

Journal of the Center of Puerto Rican Studies
