Joseph R. Hellweg, Ph.D.

2731 South Blair Stone Road, # 29, Tallahassee, FL 32301

Phones: 850-656-3670 (home), 314-323-4824 (cell)

Email: joehellweg@yahoo.com 

Education

Aug. 2001-
National Institute of Mental Health Post-doctoral Fellowship in HIV/AIDS

July 2003
Yale University

2001

Ph.D. Anthropology, University of Virginia 

Dissertation Title:  “The Mande Hunters’ Movement of Côte d’Ivoire, West Africa:  

Ritual, Ethics, and Performance in the Transformation of Civil Society, 1990-1997”

Aug. 1999-
Carter Woodson Dissertation Fellowship Fellow

July 2001
University of Virginia

1993-4 Jula language studies, University of Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire

1993

Theater studies, National Theater Institute, Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire

1993

Bambara Language Studies, Indiana University

1988

B.A. in Sociology and Anthropology, Carleton College, Minnesota

1986-7 French language studies, Université de Haute Bretagne, Rennes, France

Positions Held 

Aug. 2003-
Assistant Professor of Anthropology 

Present
Florida State University

Aug. 2001-
National Institute of Mental Health Post-doctoral Fellow in HIV/AIDS

July 2003
Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS, Yale University

Sept. 2001-
Project Team Member, Risk Avoidance Partnership

Jan. 2002
Institute for Community Research, Hartford, CT

Jan.-June 
Curriculum Designer, African Cultures Lab

1998

Center for Human Origin and Cultural Diversity, University of Missouri-St. Louis

Jan.-June 
Adjunct Instructor of Anthropology

1998

University of Missouri-St. Louis

Oct. 1993-
Doctoral Dissertation Researcher in Anthropology, Côte d’Ivoire 

Dec. 1997
Fulbright Foundation Dissertation Fellowship Program 

Aug. 1991-
Editorial Assistant

July 1993
‘Language in Society’ (Cambridge University Press linguistics journal)

Jan.-May
Adjunct Instructor of Anthropology 

1993
       
University of Mary Washington, Virginia

Jan. 1990-
Teaching Assistant in Anthropology

May 1992
University of Virginia
Aug. 1989-
French Instructor

June 1990
Shattuck-St. Mary’s High School, Faribault, Minnesota

Fellowships and Awards

2007

Honors in the Major Mentoring Award, Florida State University

2004

First Year Assistant Professor Award 

Council on Research and Creativity, Florida State University

2003

In the Spirit of Carleton Award (for work on HIV/AIDS as Carleton alumnus)

Carleton College, Minnesota

2002

Development Grant (for pilot HIV/AIDS prevention education in Côte d’Ivoire)

Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS, Yale University 

2001-03 National Institutes of Mental Health Post-Doctoral Fellowship in HIV/AIDS 

Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS, Yale University

1999-2001 Carter G. Woodson Institute Pre-Doctoral Dissertation Fellowship, Univ. of Virginia

1999

Professional Recognition Award for Distinctive Service in Diversity Education

Center for Human Origin and Cultural Diversity, University of Missouri-St. Louis

1994-5             Fulbright Dissertation Fellowship (for dissertation fieldwork in Côte d’Ivoire)

1993-4 Rotary Foundation Fellowship, National Theater Institute, Côte d’Ivoire

Training Courses Attended

May 17-20
NSF Summer Research Methods Institute Follow-Up Meetings, School of American Research,

2006

Santa Fe, NM

July 25-
NSF Summer Research Methods Institute, Duke University Research Lab, Beaufort, NC

Aug. 5, 2005
 
June 22-27,
Yale International AIDS Summer Institute, Yale University

2003


Feb. 25, 2003
How to Write Your First Grant (Workshop), Yale School of Medicine

Fall 2001-
HIV Prevention Research Seminar (monthly seminar)

2003

For National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) Post-Doctoral Fellows in HIV/AIDS

Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS, Yale University

Fall 2001-
Research in Progress (monthly seminar)

Spring 2003
For National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) Post-Doctoral Fellows in HIV/AIDS

Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS, Yale University

Fall 2001-
Yale AIDS Colloquium Series featuring visiting speakers (monthly colloquium)

Spring 2003
For National Institute of Mental Health (NIMH) Post-Doctoral Fellows in HIV/AIDS

Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS, Yale University

April 8-10,
United Nations World Intellectual Property Rights Colloquium for West Africa 

2002

Abidjan, Côte d’Ivoire, April 8-10

Fall 2001
Public Health Issues in HIV/AIDS (weekly seminar for NIMH post-docs. in HIV/AIDS) 

Yale School of Epidemiology and Public Health

Oct. 2-3,
Health Services Seminar on Designing and Conducting Health Surveys

2000 Yale School of Epidemiology and Public Health

Related Professional Experience 

2000-present
Expert Witness 

Human Rights Now (formerly Lawyers Committee for Human Rights), New York, NY

2000-present
Reviewer of Scholarly Manuscripts (African Studies Review, AnthropologicalTheory, Journal of Anthropology and Humanism)

2000-1 French-English Interpreter

International Rescue Committee (Refugee Resettlement Agency) 

Research-Related Skills

Languages:
French (verbal and written fluency)

Jula (African language, verbal and written proficiency)

Spanish (basic verbal and written competence)

Software:
Basic Competence in Atlas.ti for text analysis



Introductory training in Anthropac and UCINet for statistical analysis

Publications & Manuscripts under Review 

Under Review 
My book manuscript, “Hunting the Ethical State: How Dozo Hunters Curbed Crime,



Chaos, and Instability in Côte d’Ivoire.” Solicited for review by T. David Brent, University of Chicago Press.

Under review
“Hunters, Ritual, and Freedom: Dozo Sacrifice as a Technology of the Self in the Benkadi Movement of Côte d’Ivoire,” Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute

2006

“Manimory and the Aesthetics of Mimesis: Forest, Islam, and the State in the Ivoirian 



Hunter's Association,” Africa 76(4)

2005

Review of Now I Know Only So Far: Essays in Ethnopoetics, by Dell Hymes,   



Journal of Linguistic Anthropology
2004

“Encompassing the State: Sacrifice and Security in the Hunters’ Movement of Côte 



d’Ivoire,” Africa Today 50(4): 3-28

2004

Guest Editor, Special Issue: “Mande Hunters, Civil Society and the State,” Africa Today 50(4)

1998

Research photos of hunters from Côte d’Ivoire for the article, “The People Trust in Them: The Ritual Hunters of West Africa,” by Ben Barber, The World & I, July 

1997

“Like the Leaves of the Trees:  Hunters Stalk Security in Urban Côte d’Ivoire,” 



‘Anthropology Newsletter’ 38(5): 61-2, May

1994

“Premier festival Lybby” (The first Lybby Festival, dance festival review), 

Hit Parade: La Star des Magazines (French-language Ivoirian weekly), Sept. 7

1994

“The National Theater Federation and the Federation for Popular Theater of Côte d’Ivoire: The First Snag,” (play review), Hit Parade: La Star des Magazines, Jan. 27

1993

“The National Theater Federation’s Three Hits,” (play review), Top Visages (French-language, Ivoirian weekly), Dec. 9

1993

“Narrating Sorcery in the Sahel” (review essay on Paul Stoller’s In Sorcery’s Shadow), Folklore Forum 24(1): 83-91

Conference Panels Organized

2006

Conference Panel Co-Organizer and Chair, “The Perils of Personhood: Paradoxes of Local 



Identity in Markets, Medicine, Tourism, and Trance,” American Anthropological Association, San Jose, Nov. 15
2004        
Conference Panel Chair, International Symposium on Textual Ownership in Francophone 

                       
African Writing, organized by the Winthrop-King Institute for Contemporary French

                       
and Francophone Studies, Florida State University, Oct. 22

2004

Conference Panel Chair, 20th-21st Century French and Francophone Studies International                  
Colloquium, organized by the Winthrop-King Institute for Contemporary French and                      
Francophone Studies, Florida State University, April 2

2002

Conference Panel Co-Organizer, “Back to Aesthetics:  Critical Anthropological Perspectives on Beauty, Power and Truth,” American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, Nov. 21 

2002

Conference Panel Organizer, “Mande Hunters, Nation-States, and Civil Society in 

Contemporary West Africa,” African Studies Association, Washington, D.C., Dec. 7 

1998

Conference Panel Organizer, “Christianity, Populations, and Globalization,” American 

Anthropological Association, Philadelphia, Dec. 6 (Co-Organizer)

2001

Conference Moderator & French Interpreter, Africans United Against AIDS Globally 

Conference, St. Louis, Dec. 18 

Conference Papers

2006

“Assistance to Non-Persons in Danger: Turning Women into HIV Statistics in Côte 



d’Ivoire,” American Anthropological Association, San Jose, Nov. 15
2005

“In Silence and Secrecy: Alternative AIDS Epidemiologies and the Ethics of HIV Sentinel 

Surveillance in Côte d’Ivoire, West Africa,” African Health and Illness Conference,



University of Texas, Austin, March 26

2004

“Manimory and the Aesthetics of Encompassment: Forest, Islam, and State in the Ivoirian



Hunters’ Association,” African Studies Association, New Orleans, Nov. 11

2004                “The Hunter is Dead, Long Live the Hunter: Aspects of Funerary Sacrifice in the 

Hunters’ Movement of Côte d’Ivoire,” American Ethnological Society, Atlanta, April 23

2003               
“Performing the Ethnography of AIDS: Village Theater as Participatory Research in 

Côte d’Ivoire, West Africa,” American Anthropological Association, Chicago, Nov. 23

2003                “Mande Models for Pariticipatory Health Research: The Performance Ethnography of 

HIV/AIDS in Odienné, Côte d’Ivoire,” African Studies Association, Boston, Oct. 30

2002

“Sacrificing for Security: Hunters’ Ritual in the Benkadi Movement of Côte d’Ivoire,”



African Studies Association, Washington, D.C., Dec. 7

2002

“To Dance, Hunt, and Protect: The Aesthetics of Hunters’ Civic Activism in Northwestern Côte d’Ivoire,” American Anthropological Association, New Orleans, Nov. 21

1999                “Hunters’ Ethics, Jealousy, and Rivalry in Ivoirian Civil Society,” 

American Anthropological Association Meetings, San Francisco, Nov. 15

1999

“Initiation, Performance, and Liminal Masculinity in the Mande Hunters’ Association of Côte d’Ivoire, West Africa,” African Studies Association, Philadelphia, Nov. 12

1998

“Once a Hunter, Always a Hunter: An Evangelical in the Hunters’ Society of Odienné,” Ivory Coast, American Anthropological Association, Philadelphia, Dec. 6

1996

“The Hunters’ Association’s Struggle Against Desertification,” Conference on 

Desertification in West Africa (presented in French), Kaniasso, Côte d’Ivoire, April 2

1993

“The Actors Prepare: The Personal as Political in the Drama of the Bin-Kadi Theater,” 



Association for Theater in Higher Education, Philadelphia, August

1993

“Identity On and Offstage among the Bin-Kadi Theater,” International Symposium on 



African Theater and Film, University of Toronto, April

Other Academic Presentations

2005

“In Silence and Secrecy: AIDS Epidemiologies in Côte d’Ivoire and the Ethics of Sentinel 

Surveillance,” Cntr. for Demography and Population Health, Florida State Univ., March 3

2004

“In Silence and Secrecy: The Ethics of HIV Sentinel Surveillance in Odienné,


Côte d’Ivoire,” Center for Afican Studies, University of Florida, Nov. 5

2003

“Speaking of Health and Poverty: Ethnography, Performance, and Alternative Epidemiologies of HIV/AIDS in Odienné, Côte d’Ivoire,” University of Rochester, April 17

2002

“Morally Speaking: The Ethics and Politics of HIV Prevention in Côte d’Ivoire, West Africa,” Institution for Social and Policy Studies, Yale University, Oct. 23

2002

“Notes from the Field: The Current State of HIV/AIDS Education in Côte d’Ivoire,”



Center for Interdisciplinary Research on AIDS, Yale University, May 16

2002

“Benkadi: Crime, Public Health, and Alternative Dispute Resolution in the Hunters’



Movement of Côte d’Ivoire,” Hamline University, Minnesota, Feb. 28

2002

“Benkadi: Crime, Public Health, and Alternative Dispute Resolution in the Hunters’



Movement of Côte d’Ivoire,” Institute for Community Research, Hartford, CT, Feb. 14

2002

“Culturing HIV in Côte d’Ivoire: The Ethnography of Illness and Collaboration in Networks of Healers, Women, and Men,” Anthropology Dept., Yale University, Feb. 7

2001

“Sacrificing for Security: The Mande Hunters’ Movement in Contemporary Côte d’Ivoire,” Carter Woodson Institute, University of Virginia, April 30

2000

“Initiation, Performance, and Liminal Masculinity in the Mande Hunters’ Association of Côte d’Ivoire, West Africa,” Carter G. Woodson Institute, University of Virginia, Oct. 29

2000

“From Hunting to Policing: The Transformation of the Mande Hunters’ Associations of Côte d’Ivoire,” Carter Woodson Institute, University of Virginia, Oct. 5

2000

“Moral Conflicts and Social Change: The State Versus the Jula Hunters’ Association in 

Contemporary Côte d’Ivoire,” Albemarle County Rotary Club, Virginia, Aug. 17

2000

“Cultures in Conflict? Islam, Christianity and Traditional Religions in Africa,” Global 



Studies Program, University of Virginia, July 2

2000

“Praise Singing as Cultural Practice among Jula Hunters of Côte d’Ivoire,” Carter 

Woodson Institute, University of Virginia, April 13

1999

“An Overview of the Culture and Practice of the Mande Hunters’ Movement of Côte d’Ivoire,” Carter Woodson Institute, University of Virginia, Sept. 29

1999

“Negotiating Culture as a Hunter’s Apprentice in Côte d’Ivoire, Perlman Center for 

Learning and Teaching,” Carleton College, Minnesota, April 12 

1998

“The Ethics of Virtue and the Value of Change in the Hunters’ Society of Ivory Coast,” 

University of Missouri-St. Louis, Oct. 19

Talks for the General Public

1999

“Dancing, Singing, and Hunting in Odienné, Côte d’Ivoire” (multi-media presentation for children), Village of Arts & Humanities (inner-city arts and education program), North Philadelphia, Nov. 16

1998

“Some Thoughts on Language Training for Peace Corps Volunteers in Odienné, Côte 

d’Ivoire,” World Affairs Council, Washington University, St. Louis, Sept. 26

1998

“Stewardship versus Collecting” (introduction to Jula hunters’ objects on exhibit at the 

St. Louis Artists Guild, Sept. 24

1998

“Ethical Values among Hunters of the Ivory Coast,” St. Louis Ethical Society, July 26 

1998       
“Two Approaches to an Ethical Society in Ivory Coast: The Rotary Club of Ivory Coast and the Hunters’ Association,” Mid-St. Louis County Rotary Club, May 26  

Guest Lectures in Undergraduate Courses

2000

“The Hunters’ Association, Social Change, and the Ivoirian State,” University of Virginia

2000

“Praise Singing as Cultural Practice among Jula Hunters,” University of Virginia

2000

“Culture, Geography, and History of the Mande Peoples,” University of Virginia

2000

“African Cross-Cultural Interaction in the Pre-Atlantic Slave Trade Era,” Univ. of VA 

1999

“Social Hierarchy and the Hunters’ Association of West Africa,” Carleton College, MN

1999

“Tradition, Modernity, and the Jula Hunters’ Association,” Carleton College

1999

“The Story of Samba the Hunter” (performance and analysis in French of a hunters’ epic that I recorded in Côte d’Ivoire), Carleton College

1999

“Tradition, Modernity, and the Jula Hunters’ Association,” Carleton College

Memberships in Professional Societies

1998-Present
African Studies Association 

2003-Present
AIDS Section, American Anthropological Association

2003-Present
Medical Anthropology Section, American Anthropological Association

1991-Present
American Anthropological Association 

1991-Present
American Ethnological Society

1998-Present
Friends of Côte d’Ivoire

1998-Present
Fulbright Association

1998-Present
Mande Studies Association
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